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The present appearance and condition of the house at 750 
Vine Street in Montevallo was achieved by Mrs. Minnie Lou 

Warnke, the owner prior to Mr. and Mrs. John Kirby. Mrs. Warnke 
grew up in Montevallo and lived most of her adult life with her 
mother and raised her only son as a single mom in the old Mulkey 
house which was at the corner of Middle and Island streets.

Mrs. Warnke was the cashier in the business office of Alabama 
College and helped students who came to her office to make tu-
ition and fee payments. 
Toward the end of her 
working career, she 
bought the old McCo-
naughy house on the 
corner of Vine and Val-
ley streets and proceeded 
to invest in restoration 
and extensive improve-
ments that upgraded the 
house to one of the most 
handsome older houses 
in the community.Mrs. Minnie Lou Warnke at her cashier’s 

window in Palmer Hall.

(Left to right) College Physician, Dr. Wilena Peck, Mrs. Theda Nordan, Ralph Sears (future mayor of Montevallo), Mrs. 
Jane Wyatt, Mrs. Minnie Lou Warnke, Dr. Walter Trumbauer – at the opening reception for the new Faculty Club house at 
the College Lake in 1949.

Minnie Lou Warnke

The Mulkey house where Minnie Lou and 
her son Charlie lived in the 1950’s & ‘60’s.



Minnie Lou Warnke is buried in the Montevallo Cemetery.

Minnie Lou Warnke’s son, Charlie (right photo), graduated from Montevallo High School in 1962. He was a star halfback 
on that year’s Shelby County and Mid-South Conference championship team. He’s shown on the right side of the group 
photo above standing next to his future wife, Langley Tolbert, daughter of Alabama College music professor Bruce Tolbert.



Original owner unknown. In 1950’s owned by R.E. Whaley and served as rental property for many years.

Home of Alabama College Dean T.H. Napier and his wife for many years. The Neighborhood



Home of the Lewis family. Mr. Lewis was the long-time Coca Cola distributor for Montevallo and Shelby County. Became 
rental property owned by sisters, Mrs. Gene Lewis Hubbard and Mrs. Sassy Lewis Givhan. in 1950’s was home of family 
of R.E. Ballantine, superintendent of new Westinghouse plant between Montevallo and Calera. Then became home for 
local physician, Dr. Lewis Kirkland and family in 1960’s prior to the construction of their new house on Kirkwood street.



Westminster house (also known as the Forbes house), student fellowship center for the Montevallo Presbyterian Church. 
The house was donated to the church by E.E. Forbes, owner of Forbes Piano Co. in Birmingham in 1947.



The McConaughys, at one time one of Monteval-
lo’s most prominent families, had been residents in the 
area since the 1840’s. A number of family members are 
buried in the Montevallo City Cemetery and one of 
the oldest laid to rest there was William McConaughy  
who was born in 1806 and died in 1883. Harriet Mc-
Conaughy lies beside William and was born in 1827 
and died in 1919.

William’s son, James L. McConaughy, joined Wil-
liam F. Aldrich when he took sole ownership in 1880 
of the coal mines at Aldrich, two miles west of Mon-
tevallo, and became Secretary/Treasurer of Aldrich’s 
newly formed Montevallo Coal and Transportation 
Company which they operated for the next 25 years.

750 Vine street is remembered by old timers in town 
as the home of Mr. and Mrs. W.P. McConaughy and 
their two sons and two daughters. We are fortunate 
that the small cottage, or “servant’s quarters”  behind 
the house has been saved and preserved over the years 
to remind us of the life-style of well-to-do families 
around the turn of the 20th century.  

Since most of the imposing Victorian houses locat-
ed on Main Street or streets close by were constructed 
around 1900, we are probably safe to conclude that the 
house at 750 Vine Street was built between 1900 and 
1920. The two story house known to be the home of 
J.L. McConaughy that once stood on the lot where the  
U.S. Post Office is today, was one of these impressive 
Victorians that dotted the old neighborhoods of Mon-
tevallo.

By the 1930’s, the imposing old J. L. McConaughy 
house had been sold to the Cox family and they ran a 
Tea Room out of the first level. 

When the U.S. Government selected the site for 
Montevallo’s new post office in 1936, W. P. McCo-
naughy bought the Cox house and had it moved next 
door onto a vacant lot he owned next to his own house. 

Once the house was moved, he had it retrofitted for 
four apartments (two upstairs and two downstairs) and 
rented them out to faculty and staff members from Al-
abama College. The house then became known around 
town as the McConaughy Apartments. It was torn 
down in the late 1970’s to make room for a parking lot 
that continues to be used daily by the Post Office. 

As a respected local citizen and successful business-
man, W.P. McConaughy became a director of Mon-
tevallo’s Merchants & Planters bank. When his oldest 
son, William, became an adult and needed a job, his 
father arranged for him to go to work for the bank as a  
clerk. William had an unusual speech and hearing im-

The McConaughys of Montevallo

Former home of J.L. McConaughy.

pediment that limited his ability to interact with oth-
ers, so his banking career did not last. He later opened 
a pool hall next door to the old St. George Hotel and 
was know around town for arranging and conducting 
illicit cock fights.

Conversely, Walter McConaughy, William’s older 
brother had a sterling career in the Foreign Service of 
the U.S. State Department and could very well be con-
sidered the most personally successful native son Mon-
tevallo has yet produced. (See various articles included 
about Walter’s life and career).

The McConaughy Apartments as it looked in the 1950’s.
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“Home Means 
More Than Ever,” 

Says Walter 
McConaughy After 

Jap Internment

In spite of this report in the Montevallo Times in 1948, by the end of the 
year Walter McConaughy was posted as Consul to Shanghai, China instead.



Montevallo native Walter P. McConaughy, 
Ambassador to Pakistan, chats with pres-
ident John F. Kennedy in an oval office 
meeting at the White House sometime be-
tween 1961 and 1963.
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Walter McConaughy, 92,
Envoy in Asia, Dies

November 14, 2000
Walter Patrick McConaughy, a specialist on the Far 

East for the State Department whose high-profile postings 
included ambassadorships in Burma, Pakistan and Taiwan, 
died on Friday at a hospital in Atlanta. He was 92 and had 
moved to Atlanta after retiring in 1974 as ambassador to 
the Nationalist Chinese government on Taiwan.

Mr. McConaughy was one of the department’s dwin-
dling cadre of ‘’old China hands.’’ Starting in 1941, he 
spent a large part of his career there, as well as in Wash-
ington, where he worked on assignments related to China 
in Washington.

He represented the United States in Pakistan in one 
of its many confrontations with India and flirtations with 
China. And he headed the embassy in 1960 in Seoul when 
South Korea shook off the grip of its authoritarian founder, 
Syngman Rhee, in a surge of riots.

Mr. Conaughy was born in Montevallo, Ala. He grad-
uated from Birmingham-Southern College in 1928. In 
1930, he was doing postgraduate work at Duke Universi-
ty and teaching high school in Brundidge, Ala., when he 
passed the Foreign Service examination and received an 
appointment.

Initially, he was sent to Tampico, Mexico, as a vice con-
sul. In 1933, he was transferred to Japan and worked for 
seven years in Kobe and Osaka, with brief spells in Taiwan 
and Nagasaki.

Early in 1941, he arrived in occupied Beijing. The Jap-
anese interned him after they attacked Pearl Harbor and 
the United States declared war. Released in an exchange of 
diplomats, he wound up in the embassy at La Paz, Bolivia, 
for two years as commercial attache.

He had a posting 
in Rio de Janeiro and a 
year’s study at the Na-
tional War College be-
fore returning to Chi-
na in 1948 as a consul 
and later consul general 
in Shanghai. By then, 
Mao’s Communist army 
was closing in, the con-
sulate was in a battle 
zone, and Shanghai fell 
in May 1949.

Mr. McConaughy 
stayed on for a year and 
closed the consulate in 
May 1950 as the last American Foreign Service outpost in 
China. The State Department gave him its Commendable 
Service Award for having protected American interests and 
rewarded him with a two-year assignment as consul general 
in Hong Kong.

He directed the Office of Chinese Affairs in Washing-
ton for five years before President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
appointed him ambassador to Burma, now Myanmar, in 
1957, and ambassador to South Korea two years later.

He was back in Washington as assistant secretary of 
state for Far Eastern Affairs in 1961, when President John 
F. Kennedy named him ambassador to Pakistan. His next 
and final position, as envoy to Taiwan, lasted an unusual 
eight years, from 1966 to 1974.

Surviving are two daughters, Patricia Myers of Roswell, 
Ga., and Dru, of Atlanta; two sisters, Mary Ratchford of 
Atlanta and Kate Jenkins of Auburn, Ala.; and two grand-
children. His wife of 63 years, Dorothy Davis McCo-
naughy, died on Sept. 2.

(Above) Walter P. McConaughy and his wife Dorothy died within 
two months of each other in 2000. They are buried together 
and share this marker in the family plot in the Montevallo City 
Cemetery. (Right) Montevallo native Walter P. McConaughy, 
then-serving United States ambassador to the Republic of Chi-
na, speaking at the annual Founders Day convocation at Ala-
bama College in the fall of 1968.



43 Years in Service 
to His Country 
1931 - 1974

Vice Consul – Tampico, Mexico
1931 – 1933

HOOVER ADMINISTRATION

Consul – Kobe & Osaka, Japan
1933 – 1941

ROOSEVELT ADMINISTRATION

Second Secretary U.S. Embassy 
Beijing, (Occupied) China – 1941

(Interned by Japanese for 18 months)

ROOSEVELT ADMINISTRATION

 Commercial Attaché
Bolivia & Brazil
1943 – 1948

ROOSEVELT/TRUMAN ADMINISTRATION

Consul – Shanghai, China
1948 – 1950

TRUMAN ADMINISTRATION

Consul General – Hong Kong, China
1950 – 1952

TRUMAN ADMINISTRATION

Director, Office of Chinese Affairs
Washington, D.C.

1952 – 1957
EISENHOWER ADMINISTRATION

U.S. Ambassador to Burma
1957 – 1959

EISENHOWER ADMINISTRATION

U.S. Ambassador to South Korea
1959 – 1961

EISENHOWER ADMINISTRATION

U.S. Ambassador to Pakistan
1962 – 1966

KENNEDY/JOHNSON ADMINISTRATION

U.S. Ambassador to 
Republic of China (Taiwan)

1966 – 1974
JOHNSON/NIXON ADMINISTRATION


